Minutes

April 16, 2013
Town Meeting

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Rice.
Chairman Rice, Administrator Baumeister; Supervisors Tyson Fettes, Rick Isaacson, Joan Boehm, Jeff Lang; Fire Chief Ed Umnus;  residents Viki View Peterson, Phil Peterson and Judy Lang were present.

Approval of Annual Town Meeting minutes from April 10, 2012; and Special Town Meeting minutes from November 27, 2012:  Boehm made a motion to approve the Annual Town Meeting minutes from April 10, 2012; and Special Town Meeting minutes from November 27, 2012; Isaacson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Financial Report for 2012:  Chairman Rice pointed out a few items from last year’s budget.  We saw an increase in undesignated funds; all departments were under budget; Highway Department had salt left and saved money on paving projects; Municipal Court has seen increase in unpaid fines collected; and the number of additional elections for the recalls last year accounted for higher election costs.
Chairman Rice asked if there were any questions/concerns about the Town of Burlington 2012 Budget Review.  There were none.  

Chairman’s Review of 2012:  Chairman Rice included in his review these items/issues for this year: 

Roads rehabilitation project which includes Spring Drive; Honey Lake Road;
Spring Prairie Road; Bieneman Road; and Morman Road.  
TRIP D funding will be utilized for the Karcher Road project we are doing in
conjunction with Wheatland.  
The Highway Department ordered a new pick up and will be ordering a new
snowplow truck.  
A reassessment of the town by Associated Appraisal has started and will 
continue through the summer.
Rescue squad/fire study with the city is underway. 
Funding request from the Burlington Cemetery Association.   
Rice thanked the Police, Fire, and Highway Departments, office staff, Planning & Zoning Committee, and all other personnel and volunteers that help the town run smoothly throughout the year.  

Fettes also wished to thank everyone for working together throughout the year making things run smoothly.

Lang gave a special thanks to Carrie Oldenburg, court clerk and part time Police Department clerk, for the great job she is doing.  He also acknowledged Brook Renders, Partners 2 high school representative, on the town board for her participation.
Any and all other business that may legally come before this annual meeting:  Viki View Peterson and Phil Peterson, 1322 S. Teut Road, want the town to change the policy regarding free adoption of  abandoned/stray dogs.  Chief Sevick posts pictures around the town and also uses the internet.  If the owner does not claim the animal after seven days, we attempt to adopt the animal out.  Once we have an interested party, Chief Sevick will do a background check to make sure the dog goes to a good home.  The dog is taken to the vet for a wellness check and rabies shot.  The new owner signs a contract and receives the animal for free.  The Peterson’s are concerned that not charging for the dog leaves the door open for people who troll for strays or buy cheap dogs, so they can turn around and sell them for a profit to breeders or other parties that might abuse the animals.  She also stated charging for the dog would allow the town to recoup monies spent on the wellness check and shot.  Viki View Peterson thought the state statutes require a fee be charged for dog adoptions.     
Administrator Baumeister stated that the town does not handle wild animals, only domesticated animals.  The town will refer calls to Clawz and Pawz in Union Grove, or Fellow Mortals in Lake Geneva.
Set 2014 Annual Meeting date for April 15, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.:  Lang made a motion to set the 2014 Annual Meeting date for April 15, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.; Isaacson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Adjourn:  Lang made a motion to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.; Fettes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Submitted by Adelheid Streif, Clerk
Approved this _____ day of April, 2014
