Minutes
January 10, 2013
Town Board Meeting

Meeting called to order by Chairman Ralph Rice at 6:30 p.m.

Roll call:  Present were Tyson Fettes, Rick Isaacson, Joan Boehm and Jeff Lang.  Brook, the Partners 2 high school representative, was also present.
Verify posting of meeting:  Posting verified by Deputy Clerk Baumeister.
Citizen Comments:  No citizen comments.
Approval of minutes for Town Board Meeting from December 13, 2012:  Boehm made a motion to approve minutes for Town Board Meeting from December 13, 2012; Isaacson seconded.  Motion carried.

Reports from Town Chairman; Town Supervisors; Department Managers; Police Commission; and Chamber of Commerce: 
Rice announced that if anyone is concerned about the discontinuance of birthing services at Memorial Hospital they should contact Administrator Baumeister.
Goldschmidt reported that the Highway Department was trimming trees and accumulated 20 loads of chips. 
Chief Sevick presented the Racine County Sheriff’s Office December 2012 Activity Report.  He also commented that Water Patrol hiring was going to start.
Chief Umnus reported that the Fire Department went out on 16 calls last month.  Total calls in 2012 were 130.  2012 was the highest year ever for calls.
Chamber of Commerce was not represented.
Bills as of January 10, 2013: Fettes made a motion to approve $4,897,804.50 in prepaid and unpaid invoices; Isaacson seconded. Motion carried.

Approve November 2012 Financials:  Lang made a motion to approve the November  2012 Financials; Boehm seconded.  Motion carried.
Approval of Gravel Pit Operator’s License for Countryside Woods, LLC, parcel #02-19-07-011-000:  Fettes made a motion to approve a Gravel Pit Operator’s License for Countryside Woods, LLC, parcel #02-19-07-011-000; Isaacson seconded.  Motion carried.

Approval of wage increase for Municipal Court Clerk:  Boehm commented that Carrie Oldenburg is doing a good job.  Boehm made a motion to approve the compensation schedule for 2013 and 2014 for the Municipal Court Clerk; Fettes seconded.  Motion carried.
Approval of Heavy Truck Permit effective 2/1/2013 for Richard Braatz, 32900 Karcher Road, Burlington:  Lang made a motion to approve a Heavy Truck Permit for Richard Braatz, 32900 Karcher Road; Fettes seconded. Motion carried.
Approval to contribute 25% of cost of a study re: Burlington Rescue Squad, City of Burlington Fire Department and Town of Burlington Fire Department: 
Brian Zwiebel, EMS Chief, explained that the study will look at how to better utilize resources between the Rescue Squad, City of Burlington Fire Department and Town of Burlington Fire Department.  Chief Zwiebel also commented that there is a need for more manpower considering the volume of rescue calls and the difficulty EMS volunteers have getting away from their regular jobs.  There needs to be an effort to try and reach out to young people to volunteer.
Dennis Lynch, representing the Rescue Squad Board of Directors, wants the study to show different models for providing rescue squad service to the community which would improve service and be more efficient.  This should include the City of Burlington and Town of Burlington Fire Departments.

Rice and town residents present are concerned about the three entities keeping their individual identities, and not merging.

Town of Burlington Fire Chief Umnus indicated this study is not based on plans to merge, and we should see what the study reveals and work together from there.
Kevin Lahner, City Administrator, indicated the study would be a road map with different scenarios that the entities can utilize for moving forward in the future.  The following are some of the questions/concerns from residents present that Lahner addressed:  (1)  The city went out for proposals for the study, a task force interviewed those that submitted proposals and then chose one; (2)  Meetings will take place after the study is completed, (about six months), so the public can participate; (3)
Lahner confirmed that the city has future plans for a second fire station, but has no intention of asking for the town to help pay for it.  
City of Burlington Fire Chief Lodle sees the study as an opportunity to bring someone in from the outside to give ideas on how the entities can all work together for the good of the public.

Fettes and Rice both feel this study is the first step in trying to stay ahead of what might potentially become an expensive problem with the rescue squad.
Lang wanted to take this opportunity to thank the membership of the rescue squad for their service to the community.

Fettes made a motion to approve contributing 25% of the cost of the study contingent upon city and rescue squad approval; Lang seconded.  Motion carried. 
Approval to cancel second board meetings of the month, (fourth Thursday), unless Planning & Zoning action required:  The consensus of the board was to cancel second board meetings of the month, (fourth Thursday), unless Planning & Zoning action required.
Adjourn:  Lang made a motion to adjourn at 7:26 p.m.; Fettes seconded. Motion carried.

Approved this 14th day of February, 2013
Submitted by Adelheid Streif, Clerk 

